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On 7 June 2009 Nelson Mandela Bay stadium  
became the first 2010 FIFA World Cup™ venue 
to be officially opened – a full year ahead of 
the tournament. The opening was celebrated 
with over 17 000 residents of the city getting 
a feel for the venue first hand. The Nelson 
Mandela Bay Stadium has also already hosted 
four major events including a British and Irish 
Lions rugby match, a pre-season ‘Soweto 
Derby’ featuring Orlando Pirates and Kaizer 
Chiefs and another pre-season tournament 
during which local team Bay United got their 
first taste of a venue that they will look to 
make their home.  

News roundup
•	 The external works in the immediate 	
surrounds of the stadium is between 60% 
and 70% complete. This includes brick 	
paving, grassing of certain areas and the 
planting of vegetation.

•	 The precinct area around the stadium is also 
being developed – this involves preparations 
for the public transport system as well as the 
revamping of roads. This revamp includes 
the widening of the roads to accommodate 
increases in traffic as well as the improve-
ment of the verges.

•	 Being adjacent to the North End Lake, part 
of the stadium development will see the 
water quality in the lake be improved. 

•	 The stadium will also feature a figure 8 	
running and cycling track which will circle 
the stadium and the lake. 

*as at 1 September 2009

VITAL STATS
Stadium owner: Nelson Mandela Bay 	

Metropolitan Municipality

Total seat capacity: 45 931 seats
Contractor: Grinaker-LTA/Interbeton/Ibhayi 

joint venture
Architect: Architectural Design Associates/
Dominic Bonnesse Architects

The completed ‘stadium at the lake’ is now in the ‘touching up’ phase
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What’s your favourite restaurant and why?

The Brass Bell in Kalk Bay for the best seafood in town and 

an awesome view overlooking the ocean.

If you were to take a day trip out of Cape Town, 

where would you go?

The Stellenbosch wine route even though I don’t drink!

 Who do you think is the greatest person to come 

out of Cape Town and why?

There are many greats but for me it has to be (the late 

musical director and theatre icon) Taliep Petersen, for the 

impact he had on the community.

How is South Africa’s hosting of the 2010 FIFA World 

Cup transforming your city?

Cape Town is already a top tourist destination but infra-

structure is being improved to cater for the expected influx 

of tourists.

What are three must see attractions in Nelson  

Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth?

Our beaches, which have Blue Flag status (an award that 

is given to beaches and marinas that have met stringent 

ecological standards), the Addo National Elephant Park 

and our new World Cup Stadium in North End!  

Based on your experiences, what can visitors expect 

from the city’s football fans?

On the streets the visitors will be accepted as our own. In 

the stadium, they will unfortunately be disowned for 90 

minutes. It is a case of South Africans against whoever is 

on the other side of the pitch. Since it is a World Cup, there 

will be an ‘underdog’ mentality with ‘giant killer’ aspira-

tions: hard core, patriotic support mixed with mutual re-

spect for genuinely talented and entertaining footballers.

What are three must see attractions in Cape Town?

Robben Island for its great historical interest and Table 

Mountain is our most recognisable landmark. Then the 

V&A Waterfront is perfect for endless shopping.

What can 2010 FIFA World Cup™ visitors expect from 

the football fans in the city?

Visitors can expect the usual warm Cape Town  

welcome. Cape Town is after all one of the top, if not the 

top, tourist destination in South Africa.

What do you miss most when you are away?

I miss my mother’s home cooked meals, especially her Cape 

Malay dishes.

What’s your favourite way to spend a Saturday in 

Cape Town?

At the soccer field and afterwards catching up on the day’s 

sporting results.

this is MY CITY 
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South African football legends, Desiree Ellis and Ismail ‘Miley’ Ajam reside in Cape 
Town and Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth respectively, two of the nine host 
cities that will host next year’s FIFA World Cup™. Ke Nako gets the inside track 
from them on what to do and where to go when visiting their home towns.

Table Mountain, easily the most iconic tourist attraction in Cape Town, rises imperiously over the city bowl 

FOR CAPE TOWN – desiree ELLIS
2010 FIFA World Cup™ South 

Africa ambassador Desiree Ellis, 

born 14 March 1963, represented 

the South African women’s 

team, Banyana Banyana, from its 

inception in 1993. In her debut, 

against Swaziland, Ellis scored a 

hat-trick. A year later she became 

captain of Banyana Banyana, only retiring in 2002 

after a remarkable decade-long career in the national 

team. During her tenure as captain the team won 23 

out of their 32 matches. 

She received a Silver Presidential Sports award for her 

efforts in raising the profile of women’s football in 

South Africa.
With beautiful, historic estates, a day trip out to the Cape 
Winelands area can even be enjoyed by those who don’t drink

If you want to liven up the pace of your visit to Cape Town, 
try out the nightlife that includes luxurious clubs, trendy bars and 
excellent eateries

FOR NELSON MANDELA BAY/PORT 
ELIZABETH – ISmail ‘MILEY’ ajam
Born and raised in South End, the same neighbour-

hood as Dr Danny Jordaan, Ajam is the second eldest 

of ten children. An active sportsman who plays  

over-35 football for Sporting FC, and Premier League 

tennis for the Eagles, Ajam (pictured, third from right)

started his professional career at PE United before 

moving to Manning Rangers in Durban where he 

played for a year. He returned to Port Elizabeth and 

joined Hotspurs in the amateur league, winning three 

leagues and four knockout cups with them. He then 

went on to join the coaching team for Warriors in the 

PSL and coached Rainbow Stars in the PSL First  

Division. Today, he also owns a sports clothing  

manufacturing company known as Fain.



What do you miss most about Nelson Mandela Bay/

Port Elizabeth when you are away?

The comfort of being in familiar surroundings and,  

definitely, the pace of the city. It’s not frenetic as there is 

a busy yet relaxed vibe with lots of open spaces – even on 

the highways!

What’s your favourite way to spend a Saturday?

Saturday is synonymous with sport and if I am not playing 

a game of tennis or soccer, the morning starts with a visit 

to my sportswear manufacturing business. The afternoon 

will be spent with a wonderful invention, my remote, 

scanning the sports channels and the evening I spend with 

family and friends.

What’s your favourite restaurant in Nelson Mandela 

Bay/Port Elizabeth?

I mostly eat on the run and fast foods are the order of 

the day. There are, however, two eateries that I frequent 

on the beachfront: The Mediterranean for seafood and 

Nandos for chicken.

If you were to take a day trip out of the city, where 

would you go?

A ‘surfing town’ called Jefrreys Bay – about a 45 minute 

drive from Nelson Mandela Bay. It is the surfing capital of 

the Eastern Cape, if not South Africa. 

Who do you think is the greatest person to come out 

of Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth and why?

It has to be 2010 FIFA World Cup Organising Committe CEO 

Danny Jordaan. His contribution in securing the World Cup 

is up there with other firsts in the history of our country. 

South Africa, through his efforts, has been given the  

privilege of staging the biggest sporting global event ever. 

It has drawn major attention to South Africa over the past 

three years which will intensify during the event and we 

will bask in its afterglow for some time to come.

How is South Africa’s hosting of the 2010 FIFA World 

Cup transforming your city?

World Cup requirements ensure that there are services 

and structural upgrades which translate into transforming 

the landscape of the city. This clearly has a knock-on effect 

in the hearts and minds of the public. Hosting not just a 

world class event but the greatest event on the planet – 

and being successful at it – has a broad reaching message 

which tells us, as South Africans in all spheres of life, that 

we can dream big and achieve great. 

Nelson Mandela Bay/Port Elizabeth with its Blue Flag 
beaches and a relaxed vibe lives up to its ‘Friendly City’ billing
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The Addo Elephant Park located just a short drive out of the city 
is an opportune place to take a day trip out to




